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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Selection of Picture Books and Analysis
of Discussion Subjects used in the Research of Children’s
Philosophical Inquiry Community Activities
- Focusing on research since 2000 -

Jang, Hyoeun" - Chung, Daeryun?

Y Ph.D. student, Dongduk women’ s University, ? Professor, Dongduk women’ s University

Purpose:  The main purpose of this study is to gain a deeper understanding of the meaning
and research trend of children’s philosophical inquiry community activities by
analyzing the characteristics of picture books applied in 20 research papers on
“philosophical inquiry community activities using picture books® conducted after 2000,
and the features of discussion topics selected by children, through text mining and
topic modeling (LDA) method.

Methods: It is to be analyzed the utilization, genre, and selection criteria of 137 picture books
used in 20 research papers that conducted philosophical inquiry community activities
using picture books for young children from 2000 to 2021. The characteristics of
keywords that appeared in the discussion topics selected by children during
philosophical inquiry community activities using text mining and topic modeling (LDA)
analysis techniques were analyzed.

Results: 1) The selection criteria for the picture books adopted for philosophical inquiry
community activities were categorized into philosophy, children, literary, artistic,
research characteristics, and others. Among the genres of picture books, story
picture books were the most common with 120 books, and Anthony Brown’s
“The Piggybook® was the most frequently used for philosophical inquiry
community activities.

2) According to the results of text mining, the highest frequency of discussion topic
keyword was ‘love, and N-grams showed that word pairs such as
“selfishness-care,” “difference-communication,” and “family-love“ appeared most
frequently. In the TF-IDF results, “love” was shown to have the highest weight in
the document. In terms of network centrality, “family“ had the greatest influence
on other keywords within the network. The LDA analysis method divided the
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topics into five, and “Topic 2“ were designed as the main topic.

Conclusion: In the field of early childhood education, the results of this study can be applied as
basic materials to support children’s philosophical thinking expansion by helping early
childhood educators predict the topics and directions of conversations or discussions
related to picture books and utilize them in philosophical inquiry community activities
or story-sharing activities.

Key words : picture books, young children, the community of philosophical inquiry activity, text mining,
topic modeling(LDA)
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